Acute non-lymphocytic leukaemia and myelofibrosis following sequential hemibody irradiation for prostatic carcinoma.
Sequential hemibody radiotherapy (SHBI) is currently being evaluated in clinical trials as adjuvant treatment in cancer patients who are potential long-term survivors. The potential late adverse effects of this therapeutic modality on the bone marrow may place patients at risk for the complications of aplasia, leukaemia, and myeloproliferative syndromes. We describe a case of acute non-lymphocytic leukaemia and myelofibrosis following SHBI for prostate carcinoma. The possible role of radiation in the induction of these abnormalities is discussed.